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tremendous contributions to our Na-
tion and to my State of Arizona for 
many generations. 

American culture has been enriched 
by numerous Hispanic influences. 
Many Americans claim Hispanic cul-
ture as their own in everything from 
food to music, and even celebrate their 
holidays. This month, set aside by 
Presidential proclamation, marks sev-
eral historical events including Inde-
pendence Day for Mexico, Costa Rica, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, and 
Nicaragua and El Dia de la Raza. 

It is important to recognize the rich 
variety of backgrounds that make up 
this burgeoning segment of society. All 
too often the various groups that make 
up Hispanics are lumped together and 
non-Hispanics forget the dynamic dif-
ferences between Mexicans and Puerto 
Ricans or Salvadorans and Cubans, for 
example. But when Hispanics come to-
gether—tied by social and cultural sim-
ilarities—they form a powerful group 
that we need to listen to closely. 

With more than 22 million Hispanics 
living in the United States, their im-
portance cannot be understated. The 
number of Hispanic children is only ex-
ceeded by the number of non-Hispanic 
white children. This generation of chil-
dren will enter all sectors of public and 
private life and shape the course of the 
Nation. And our Nation will be a better 
place for it. 

Their contribution to the economy is 
significant, with studies indicating 
that Hispanic businesses remain the 
fastest growing segment of the small 
business community. In Arizona alone, 
the current Hispanic buying power is 
approximately $6.8 billion with an ex-
pected growth of 2.3 percent annually. 

While these statistics are compelling, 
surprisingly, there is much more to be 
done. The Hispanic dropout rate has 
hovered around 30 percent for the past 
20 years, and Hispanics are the minor-
ity least likely to have health insur-
ance. The negative reprecussions of 
these conditions are not acceptable and 
are detrimental to America’s future. 

To further the social and economic 
well-being of Hispanics we must ad-
dress their needs with conscientious 
policy and remember these in all our 
legislative efforts. That is why I am co- 
chair of the Senate Republican Task 
Force on Hispanic Affairs. The task 
force helps ensure that the needs of the 
Hispanic community are represented in 
Federal policy. Through meetings and 
forums, I speak with Hispanics both in 
Arizona and from all over the country. 

Some of the Hispanics we will be 
hearing from and recognizing this 
month include Sandy Ferniza, presi-
dent of the Arizona Hispanic Chamber 
of Commerce [AHCC], who recently re-
ceived the Exemplary Leadership 
Award. She is credited with turning 
AHCC into an agency that provides 
technical assistance and training to 
small businesses across the State. Also 
there is Mr. William Y. Velez, a mathe-
matics professor at the University of 
Arizona, who this month received the 

Excellence in Science, Mathematics 
and Engineering Mentoring Presi-
dential Award. He recruits Hispanic 
and native American students to study 
mathematics. We thank them for their 
contributions to America’s future. 

During Hispanic Heritage Month we 
will learn about the colorful and proud 
heritage of the Hispanic people who are 
dedicated to their families, commu-
nities, and country. And when this 
month’s celebrations have come to a 
close, let us not forget that the success 
of Hispanic Americans is critical to the 
future of the United States. 

Mr. DEWINE. Mr. President, I am 
very pleased to join my colleagues here 
today in recognizing Hispanic Heritage 
Month. 

Americans of Hispanic descent are in 
this country because they, their par-
ents, or grandparents, or great-grand-
parents, or even more distant ances-
tors, made a choice. They were deci-
sive, motivated individuals who made 
an act of faith in America. 

They came here, much as my own 
great-great-grandfather, Denis DeWine, 
did back in the 1840’s—because they 
wanted a chance at a brighter future. 
And in return, they were willing to 
work hard to build up this country. 

That same spirit lives on in today’s 
U.S. Hispanic community—and we 
ought to look at that spirit as an inspi-
ration to ensure that America remains 
the kind of place people would want to 
come to. 

There’s one area of law I’m working 
on that is especially important in this 
context. I’m talking about the at-
tempts to change America’s immigra-
tion law and make it more restrictive. 
I read one article in which advocates of 
restriction repeatedly called new 
Americans ‘‘aliens’’—not ‘‘immi-
grants’’ but ‘‘aliens,’’ as if they were a 
different kind of people from us, who 
come from someplace as strange as 
outer space. 

I call these people something else. I 
call them Americans. 

Now, we all know that there’s noth-
ing new about anti-immigrant move-
ments. We’ve had them again and 
again, throughout American history. 
But we have established a proud tradi-
tion in this country of overcoming 
them, of resisting the temptation to 
turn inward to ourselves—of welcoming 
new people and new ideas, and choosing 
hope over fear. 

When Franklin Roosevelt reminded 
America that even those who came 
over on the Mayflower were immi-
grants—when John F. Kennedy wrote a 
book called ‘‘A Nation of Immi-
grants’’—when Ronald Reagan moved 
the Nation with stories about how the 
light from Liberty’s torch was keeping 
hope alive for millions of people in op-
pressed countries—they were express-
ing something truly fundamental about 
what it means to be an American. And 
make no mistake about it—that same 
spirit is still alive and well in today’s 
America. 

Ohioans of Hispanic ancestry have 
helped build the Buckeye State into an 

economic and cultural powerhouse. We 
are grateful to these fellow Ohioans, 
because they took the talents they or 
their ancestors were born with to a for-
eign land, and chose to bestow their 
benefits to us. 

In fact, next week the Hispanic 
Youth Foundation [HYF], an organiza-
tion that provides financial assistance 
to undergraduate and graduate stu-
dents seeking degrees in areas of polit-
ical science or other fields related to 
government of public service, will meet 
in Washington, DC, to distribute schol-
arships to only seven outstanding stu-
dents. I am proud to announce that one 
of the seven students receiving this 
scholarship award is from the great 
State of Ohio. 

I join all my fellow citizens in saying 
thank you—and saluting Ohio’s His-
panic community on the occasion of 
Hispanic Heritage Month. 
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REPORT OF DRAFT LEGISLATION 
ENTITLED ‘‘THE EXPORT EXPAN-
SION AND RECIPROCAL TRADE 
AGREEMENTS ACT OF 1997’’— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESI-
DENT—PM 65 
The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-

fore the Senate the following message 
from the President of the United 
States, together with an accompanying 
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit a legislative 

proposal entitled the ‘‘Export Expan-
sion and Reciprocal Trade Agreements 
Act of 1997.’’ Also transmitted is a sec-
tion-by-section analysis. 

This proposal would renew over 60 
years of cooperation between the Con-
gress and the executive branch in the 
negotiation and implementation of 
market-opening trade agreements for 
the benefit of American workers and 
companies. 

The sustained, robust performance of 
our economy over the past 5 years is 
powerful proof that congressional-exec-
utive cooperation works. We have made 
great strides together. We have in-
vested in education and in health care 
for the American people. We have 
achieved an historic balanced budget 
agreement. At the same time, we have 
put in place trade agreements that 
have lowered barriers to American 
products and services around the 
world. 

Our companies, farms, and working 
people have responded. Our economy 
has produced more jobs, more growth, 
and greater economic stability than at 
any time in decades. It has also gen-
erated more exports than ever before. 
Indeed, America’s remarkable eco-
nomic performance over the past 5 
years has been fueled in significant 
part by the strength of our dynamic ex-
port sector. Fully 96 percent of the 
world’s consumers live outside the 
United States. Many of our greatest 
economic opportunities today lie be-
yond our borders. The future promises 
still greater opportunities. 
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Many foreign markets, especially in 

the developing world, are growing at 
tremendous rates. Latin American and 
Asian economies, for example, are ex-
pected to expand at three times the 
rate of the U.S. economy over the com-
ing years. Consumers and industries in 
these countries prize American goods, 
farm products, services, and the many 
expressions of American inventiveness 
and culture. While America is the 
world’s greatest exporting nation, we 
need to do more if we want to continue 
to expand our own economy and 
produce good, high-wage jobs. 

We have made real progress in break-
ing down barriers to American prod-
ucts around the world. But many of the 
nations with the highest growth rates 
almost invariably impose far higher 
trade barriers than we do. We need to 
level the playing field with those coun-
tries. They are the nations whose mar-
kets hold the greatest potential for 
American workers, firms, and agricul-
tural producers. 

Today, the United States is the 
world’s strongest competitor. The 
strength of the U.S. economy over the 
past several years is testimony to the 
creativity, productivity, and ingenuity 
of American firms and workers. We 
cannot afford to squander our great ad-
vantages by retreating to the sidelines 
and watching other countries conclude 
preferential trade deals that shut out 
our goods and services. Over 20 such 
agreements have been concluded in 
Latin America and Asia alone since 
1992. The United States must continue 
to shape and direct world trading rules 
that are in America’s interest and that 
foster democracy and stability around 
the globe. 

I have pledged my Administration to 
this task, but I cannot fully succeed 
without the Congress at my side. We 
must work in partnership, together 
with the American people, in securing 
our country’s future. The United 
States must be united when we sit 
down at the negotiating table. Our 
trading partners will only negotiate 
with one America—not first with an 
American President and next with an 
American Congress. 

The proposal I am sending you today 
ensures that the Congress will be a full 
partner in setting negotiating objec-
tives, establishing trade priorities, and 
in gaining the greatest possible bene-
fits through our trade agreements. The 
proposal expands upon previous fast- 
track legislation to ensure that the 
Congress is fully apprised and actively 
consulted throughout the negotiating 
process. I am convinced that this col-
laboration will strengthen both Amer-
ica’s effectiveness and leverage at the 
bargaining table. 

Widening the scope of consultations 
will also help ensure that we will take 
all of America’s vital interests into ac-
count. That is particularly important 
because today our trade agreements 
address a wider range of activities than 
they once did. As we move forward 
with out trade agenda, we must con-

tinue to honor and reinforce the other 
values that make America an example 
for the world. I count chief among 
these values America’s longstanding 
concern for the rights of workers and 
for protection of the environment. The 
proposal I am transmitting to you rec-
ognizes the importance of those con-
cerns. It makes clear that the agree-
ments we conclude should complement 
and reinforce those values. 

Ever since President Franklin Roo-
sevelt proposed and the Congress en-
acted America’s first reciprocal trade 
act in the depths of the Great Depres-
sion, the Congress and the President 
have been united, on a bipartisan basis, 
in supporting a fair and open trading 
system. Our predecessors learned from 
direct experience the path to America’s 
prosperity. We owe much of our own 
prosperity to their wisdom. I urge the 
Congress to renew our longstanding 
partnership by approving the proposal I 
have transmitted today. 

WILLIAM J. CLINTON.
THE WHITE HOUSE, September 16, 1997. 
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MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 11:29 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Goetz, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that pursuant to the provi-
sions of 22 U.S.C. 276d, the Speaker ap-
points the following Members of the 
House to the Canada-United States 
Interparliamentary Group, in addition 
to Mr. HOUGHTON, chairman, appointed 
on March 13, 1997: Mr. BEREUTER, Mr. 
GOSS, Mr. STEARNS, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. 
ENGLISH of Pennsylvania, Mr. SANFORD, 
Mr. HAMILTON, Mr. OBERSTAR, Mr. 
PETERSON of Minnesota, Ms. DANNER, 
and Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. 

At 5:15 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Hays, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House agrees to the 
report of the committee of conference 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses on the amendments of the Sen-
ate to the bill (H.R. 2016) making ap-
propriations for military construction, 
family housing, and base realignment 
and closure for the Department of De-
fense for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 1998, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House disagrees to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2159) mak-
ing appropriations for foreign oper-
ations, export financing, and related 
programs for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 1998, and for other pur-
poses, and agrees to the conference 
asked by the Senate on the disagreeing 
votes of the two Houses thereon; and 
appoints Mr. CALLAHAN, Mr. PORTER, 
Mr. WOLF, Mr. PACKARD, Mr. KNOLLEN-
BERG, Mr. FORBES, Mr. KINGSTON, Mr. 
FRELINGHUYSEN, Mr. LIVINGSTON, Ms. 
PELOSI, Mr. YATES, Mrs. LOWEY, Mr. 
FOGLIETTA, Mr. TORRES, and Mr. OBEY, 
as the managers of the conference on 
the part of the House. 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–2944. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget, 
Executive Office of the President, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the cumulative report 
on rescissions and deferrals dated September 
1, 1997; referred jointly, pursuant to the order 
of January 30, 1975, as modified by the order 
of April 11, 1986, to the Committee on Appro-
priations, to the Committee on the Budget, 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry, to the Committee on Armed 
Services, to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs, to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources, to 
the Committee on Finance, to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, to the Com-
mittee on Governmental Affairs, and to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC–2945. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, report on the im-
pact of the closure of the Wagner Indian 
Health Service Hospital; to the Committee 
on Indian Affairs. 

EC–2946. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Defense, transmitting, a notice of a 
retirement; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC–2947. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Force Management 
Policy), transmitting, pursuant to law, a no-
tice relative to institutions of higher edu-
cation; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC–2948. A communication from the Acting 
Director of Communications and Legislative 
Affairs, U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of the Office of Field Programs for 
fiscal year 1995; to the Committee on Labor 
and Human Resources. 

EC–2949. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of the summary of Chapter 
2 annual reports for the 1994–1995 school year; 
to the Committee on Labor and Human Re-
sources. 

EC–2950. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, the report of the texts of 
international agreements, other than trea-
ties, and background statements; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–2951. A communication from the Sec-
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report on the status of Exxon and 
Stripper Well Oil Overcharge Funds as of De-
cember 31, 1996; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

EC–2952. A communication from the Direc-
tor of the Office of Rulemaking Coordina-
tion, Department of Energy, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, two rules including a rule 
entitled ‘‘Energy Conservation Program for 
Consumer Products’’ (RIN1904–AA68, AA76); 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

EC–2953. A communication from the Acting 
Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a violation of the Antideficiency Act; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

EC–2954. A communication from the Chief 
of the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue 
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of Rev-
enue Ruling 97–40; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–2955. A communication from the Chief 
of the Regulations Branch, U.S. Customs 
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